FARMER AND  PROPRIETOR

the task of making improvements on the earth, than
all the vain glory which can be acquired from rav-
aging it, by the most uninterrupted career of con-
quests/' A visitor to Mount Vernon in 1785 states
that his host's ''greatest pride is, to be thought the
first farmer in America. He is quite a Cincinnatus."

Undoubtedly a part of this liking flowed from his
strong affection for Mount Vernon. Such was his
feeling for the place that he never seems to have
been entirely happy away from it, and over and
over again, during his various and enforced absences,
he "sighs" or "pants" for his "own vine and fig
tree." In writing to an English correspondent, he
shows his feeling for the place by saying, "No estate
in United America, is more pleasantly situated than
this. It lies in a high, dry and healthy country,
three hundred miles by water from the sea, and, as
you will see by the plan, on one of the finest rivers
in the world."

The history of the Mount Vernon estate begins
in 1674, when Lord Culpepper conveyed to Nicholas
Spencer and Lieutenant-Colonel John Washington
five thousand acres of land " scytuate Lying and
being within the said terrytory in the County of
Stafford in the ffreshes of the Pottomocke River and
, . . bounded betwixt two Creeks." Colonel John's
half was bequeathed to his son Lawrence, and by
Lawrence's will it was left to his daughter Mildred.
She sold it to the father of George, who by his will
left it to his son Lawrence, with a reversion to George
should Lawrence die without issue. The original
house was built about 1740, and the place wasture lucubrations, I shall
